Evaluation of the mutagenic potential of the antichagasic drug Rochagan in healthy and chagasic rodents.
Benznidazole (bz) is the active component of the antichagasic drug Rochagan. Tests were carried out to detect the induction of chromosomal aberrations and micronuclei in rodent bone marrow cells and peripheral blood cells, respectively. Rats were exposed to acute treatment with Rochagan by gavage at total doses of 150, 300, 1500, 2000 and 3000 mg bz/kg body weight and killed at different times. In the chronic treatments, healthy and chagasic Balb/c mice were treated with Rochagan by gavage at a dose of 100 mg bz/kg/day for 10 and 25 days. No significant increase in frequency of chromosomal aberrations in bone marrow cells or of micronuclei in peripheral blood cells was detected in the animals acutely or chronically exposed to Rochagan in vivo.